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SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 2021 
Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost & Thirteenth Sunday of Luke  

Venerable-martyr Stephen the New 
 Martyr Irinarchos of Sebastia and those with him 

Tone 6                                                                  Eothinon 1 
 
Saturday Vespers Service: 5:00 PM (also available via Live-Streamed) 
Sunday Service: Orthros (Matins) 9:15 AM, followed immediately by the Divine Liturgy (also 
available via Live-Streamed)  
Sunday Epistle Reader:  Choir 

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE SIX 
When Mary stood at Thy grave, looking for Thy sacred body, angelic powers shone above Thy revered tomb; 
and the soldiers who were to keep guard became as dead men. Thou led Hades captive and wast not tempted 
thereby. Thou didst meet the Virgin and didst give life to the world, O Thou, Who art risen from the dead, 
O Lord, glory to Thee.  
 

APOLYTIKION OF ST. STEPHEN THE NEW IN TONE FOUR 
Trained on the mountain in ascetical-labors, with the whole armor of the Cross thou didst vanquish the 
spiritual arrays of unseen enemies; and when thou hadst stripped thyself with great courage for contest, thou 
didst slay Copronymus with the sword of the true Faith. For both these things hast thou been crowned by 
God, O righteous Martyr, blest Stephen of great renown. 
 

APOLYTIKION FOR ST. GEORGE THE GREAT-MARTYR TONE FOUR 
Since thou art a liberator and deliverer of captives, a help and support of the poor and needy, a healing 
physician of the sick, a contender and fighter for kings, O great among Martyrs, the victory-clad George; 
intercede with Christ God for the salvation of our soul. 
 

KONTAKION OF PREPARATION OF CHRIST’S NATIVITY IN TONE THREE  
On this day the Virgin cometh to the cave to give birth to God the Word ineffably, Who was before all the 
ages. Dance for joy, O earth, on hearing the gladsome tidings; with the Angels and the shepherds now glorify 
Him Who is willing to be gazed on as a young Child Who before the ages is God. 



THE EPISTLE 
(For the Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost) 
O Lord, save Thy people and bless Thine inheritance. 

Unto Thee, O Lord, will I cry, O my God. 
The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians. (2:4-10) 

     Brethren, God, being rich in mercy, through His great love with which He loved us, even when we 
were dead through the trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you are saved—and raised 
us up together with Him, and made us to sit together with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that 
in the coming ages He would show the exceeding riches of His grace, in kindness toward us, in Christ Jesus. 
For by grace you are saved through faith, and that is not of yourselves: it is the gift of God, not of works, 
lest anyone should boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand that we should walk in them. 
 

THE GOSPEL 
(For the Thirteenth Sunday of Luke) 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (18:18-27) 
     At that time, a man came testing Jesus and asking, “Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal 
life?” And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good but God alone. You know the 
commandments: ‘Do not commit adultery. Do not kill. Do not steal. Do not bear false witness. Honor your 
father and mother.’” And the man said, “All these I have observed from my youth.” And when Jesus heard 
it, he said to him, “One thing you still lack. Sell all that you have and distribute to the poor, and you will 
have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.” But when the man heard this he became sad, for he was 
very rich. Jesus, seeing him sad, said, “How hard it is for those who have riches to enter the kingdom of 
God! For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom 
of God.” Those who heard it said, “Then who can be saved?” Jesus said, “What is impossible with men is 
possible with God.” 

THE SYNAXARION 
On November 28 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the Venerable-martyr 
Stephen the New.  

Verses 
Wounded, O Stephen, in the head with a cudgel, 

A crown which never groweth old thou rightly foundest. 
On the twenty-eighth the head of Stephen the New was crushed. 

As aforetime Hannah the mother of Samuel, so Anna the mother of Stephen prayed God to 
give her a son. When Anna had conceived Stephen, she asked the newly-elected Patriarch 
Germanus to bless the babe in her womb. He said, “May God bless him through the prayers of 
the holy First Martyr Stephen.” At that moment Anna saw a flame of fire issue from the mouth 
of the holy Patriarch. Stephen struggled in asceticism from his youth in Bithynia at the Monastery 
of Saint Auxentius, and helped many who came to him. During the reign of Constantine 
Copronymus, Stephen showed his love of Orthodoxy in contending for the Faith. Besides being 
a fierce Iconoclast, Constantine raised up a ruthless persecution of monasticism. He held a 
council in 754 that anathematized the holy icons. Because Stephen rejected this council, the 
Emperor framed false accusations against him and exiled him. Nevertheless, Stephen performed 



healings with holy icons and turned many away from Iconoclasm. Later, he was stoned, like 
Stephen the First Martyr; wherefore he is called Stephen the New. Finally, he was struck with a 
wooden club on the temple and his head was shattered, and thus he gave up his spirit in the year 
767.  
     On this day, we also commemorate the Martyr Irinarchos of Sebastia and those with him. 
By the intercessions of Thy Saints, O Christ God, have mercy upon us. Amen. 
 

Please note for Orthros, please turn to page 44 in the Red Service Book, and to  
page 91 to follow along with the Divine Liturgy. 

 

 

      HOLY BREAD ON SUNDAY IS OFFERED BY: 

Dalal Young for her health and the health of Adan, Grace, and Evan David 
Garcia. In memory of her beloved husband David Young and sister Laila Aboud. 
May their memories be eternal.  
Dr. Raed and Sylvana Aldouri for their health and the health of Mityas, Meena, 
Sarah, Jessica, and Zyla. In celebration of Meena's birthday. 
     

                                   NO SUNDAY COFFEE HOUR 
For the protection of our parishioners during the COVID pandemic, the Coffee Hour on Sundays has been 
put on hold. The Parish Council will continue to monitor the physical and local pandemic situation.  

DONATIONS 
Tony Dayoub: For the health of Ramsey Esper & family. 
Salah & Nada Al-Hanna: For the health of Bryan & Annette Haddad. 
Rosalie Daw: In memory of David Young 
Zena Esper: For the health of Leila Salloum and all her family wishing them speedy recover and a Happy 
Thanksgiving. 
 

“Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly 
lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.” - James 1:17   

Wish you the gift of faith and the blessing of hope this Thanksgiving. 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

Fr. Fadi & Rev. Dcn. Michael    
 

 

 



BAKE ITEMS FOR SALE 
Dear all, we pray you are all in good health. We have bake items for sale, please get your 
favorite sweets for yourself or gifts to loved ones. Refer to the attached flyer for a list of 
the bake items and prices. Thank you and God Bless. 
 

ST ANTHONY’S SEMINARY 

 
On Sunday, November 14th, seventeen seminarians from St. Anthony’s Seminary and their instructor came 
to St. George Church to witness an Eastern Orthodox Divine Liturgy and afterwards joined us for the 
Thanksgiving Luncheon. Following lunch, Fr. Fadi provided the seminarians with a tour of the church and 
answered questions about Eastern Orthodox theology.  
 
Father Fadi used to teach in Mexico in different institutes, orthodox, catholic (Universidad Potificia de 
Mexico, Instituto de Teología de los Franciscanos – Santa Ursula, Mexico) and protestants (Seminario 
Presbyteriano Nacional de México) teaching patristic and theology. 
 
St. Anthony’s Seminary in El Paso is the house of theological studies for the Franciscan Province of Sts. 
Peter and St. Paul of Michoacán, México.   
  

                   ICON PROJECT 
Fr. Fadi is overseeing the Icon Project to have icons written on the interior walls 
that are bare in the church. This project is to continue beautifying the Church for 
the glory of God. If you wish to make a monetary donation towards the Icon 
Project in memory of a loved one(s) and/or your family, please contact Fr. Fadi 
at (973) 780-0221. Please address your check to St. George Antiochian Orthodox 
Church and write Icon Project Donation in the purpose line. Thank you.   
A warm thank you to all who have donated towards the Icon Project. May God   

                   grant you many years of good health. 

              THE ORDER OF ST. IGNATIUS 
 
Members of St. Ignatius will be sponsoring a Christmas Card Fund Raiser for 
our St. George Church Operating Fund. 
 
 



If you would like your family name to be on the card, please contact Jamie Isaac @ 915-276-3436.  You 
may also send a check, payable to St. George, with a list of the family names the way you want it to appear 
on the Card, to 6393 Calle Azul Way, 79912.  Only $25 per family.  The deadline is December 15th. 
 
If you have any coats, clothing, or shoes, in good condition, that you are tired of, please drop them off at 
St. George as soon as possible.  We will get them to those in need.  Blessings to you and your family. If 
you have any questions, please contact Jamie Isaac. 
 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF VOTING MEMBERS 
We wish to notify you of the upcoming Annual General Parish Meeting, which is scheduled to take place 
on Sunday, January 23, 2022, immediately after the Divine Liturgy in the Church’s Summit Hall. A meal 
will be provided. Please refer to the attached letter for further details concerning the requirements of 
voting members and nominees to the Parish Council. 

 

We wish to inform you that our St. George community is now experiencing COVID 
positive cases.  

We encourage those who have tested positive for COVID-19 and not yet received a negative test result, 
those who have symptoms as listed by the CDC, and those who have been in contact with anyone who has 
symptoms or has tested positive for COVID-19 to stay home and watch services remotely.    

Although the Archdiocese lifted requirements to wear masks and social distance in our churches in the 
United States of America, and that those who choose to continue wearing masks in the church should not 
be discouraged IN ANY WAY from doing so. Therefore, we want to make it clear that it is no longer 
mandatory for those attending any service at St. George to wear a mask, and we have opened up the pews 
in the church which had previously been roped off to facilitate social distancing. However, due the freedom 
given to the local parishes to take the decision in accordance with the physical and local situation and due 
the age and health issues of the majority of our parishioners, we strongly encourage our beloved 
Parishioners to continue wearing masks.   

Please join us every Sunday to celebrate the Divine Liturgy in your beloved St. George!  

         SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 
Sunday School is CANCELLED for Sunday, November 24th and Sunday, November 
28th. We will keep you posted. 
 

 



CHURCH ETIQUETTE OR SOME THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW WHILE IN CHURCH 
Dear parishioners, friends, and visitors, we wish to share with you some church etiquette that you might not 
be aware of when in church. Thought it be of importance for you to know. 
 
Church Etiquette or Some Things You Should Know While in Church (Fr. David Barr) | Antiochian Orthodox 
Christian Archdiocese 
 

HOW TO ACCESS LIVE STREAM WORSHIP SERVICES 
We will continue to live stream worship services during the on-going COVID-related crisis. It is quite easy 
to ‘come into’ the service, and you do not need to be a member of any social media platform to worship 
from home. 
Step 1- Access the Church’s website www.stgeorge-elpaso.org 

Step 2 – Once on the ‘home page’, scroll all the way to the bottom. Look for this logo:  
Step 3 – Click on the logo. IT IS NOT NECESSARY to be a member of ‘Facebook’ to use this connection. 
Step 4- Clicking on this logo opens a media page exclusive to St. George. When you scroll down the page 
you will see all sorts of video events from festivals to Divine Liturgy. To locate the live Sunday service being 
streamed, look for the still picture of the Solea and Iconostasis at the front of the altar. This is found at the 
top right of the page. 
Step 5. As you move your cursor around on that still picture, various controls become visible: Those control 
volumes, move the video backwards and forward, and expand the picture to fill the whole screen. Saturday 
Vesper services still start at 5:00 P.M. Sunday services still start with Orthros at 9:15 A.M., and Divine Liturgy 
follows at 10:30 A.M. Live stream will also apply to Liturgy services scheduled during the week.  

THE DIVINE LITURGY OF ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM 
If you do not have a Service Book at home, please click the web site below and follow the Divine Liturgy of 
St. John Chrysostom. For the feast hymns, Gospel and Epistle of the day, you will need to refer to the 
Liturgical Resources for the specific month.  

http://www.stgeorgenj.com/the-divine-liturgy-of-st-john-chrysostom.html 
 

CHURCH BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Announcements for the weekly Church Bulletin should be emailed by Monday to Rev. Dcn. Michael 
at deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org ,with a copy emailed to Fr. Fadi for his approval at 
fadi.rabbat@icloud.com . The Church Bulletin is usually sent out by Wednesday.  
 
    CHURCH BULLETIN DISTRIBUTION 
Just a friendly reminder that if you have an email address on file in the church’s Breeze System, we will 
email the Church Bulletin to the email address provided. We will not mail you the Church Bulletin to save 
on postage and copying cost. I will continue to mail the Church Bulletin to those who have contacted me. 
Thank you for your cooperation.   
 

HOLY BREAD OFFERING 
If you plan to offer on Sunday the Holy Bread, please indicate your offering on the sign-up board located 
in the Narthex of the church or email Rev. Dcn. Michael by the prior Monday at deacon@stgeorge-
elpaso.org to have it placed in the week’s Church Bulletin. Rev. Dcn. Michael will contact you to make the 
necessary arrangements for the Holy Bread.  
 
 
 



MEMORIAL SERVICES ON SUNDAYS 
If you plan to offer the Holy Bread for a Memorial Service of a departed loved one, please email Rev. Dcn. 
Michael by the prior Monday at deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org to have it placed in the week’s Church 
Bulletin. Rev. Dcn. Michael will contact you to make the arrangements for the Holy Bread. Please note 
that a tradition wheat dish named Sliha (in Syria and Kolyva in Greece) is given as part of the Memorial 
Service on the 40 days. It symbolizes everlasting life and is based on scripture, which reads: “Verily, verily, 
I say unto you, except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth 
forth much fruit.” (JN 12:24 ) The 40-day memorial mark is significant because it represents when 
Jesus rose from the dead and ascended into heaven to sit on the right hand of his Father. 
 
Memorial services occur 40 days, every year on the burial anniversary, and Saturday of the Souls set 
aside throughout the Church Year.  
 
Memorial Services are not held: 
1. From the Saturday of Lazarus to and including St. Thomas Sunday. 
2. Any Great Feast of our Lord: Christmas, Epiphany, Pascha, Transfiguration, etc. 
3. Any Great Feast of the Theotokos: Annunciation, Dormition, etc. 
 

NAMES TO BE REMEMBERED DURING DIVINE LITURGY 
If you want names of the living and/or departed remembered at Sunday morning’s Proskomedie and the 
Great Entrance during Divine Liturgy, PLEASE email the names to Rev. Dcn. Michael by Saturday 
at deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org . Names will not be accepted on Sunday. 
 

             DOME LIGHTING 
Please note that the 'Dome Lighting' refers to the lights being lit from within the dome of the church to 
see the icon of the Christ Pantocrator through the dome windows at night. Your request to schedule a 
'Dome Lighting' should be emailed to Rev. Dcn. Michael by the prior Monday at deacon@stgeorge-
elpaso.org to have it placed in the week's Church Bulletin. Also indicate when the dome is to be lit. There 
is a minimum donation of $50 per lighting.  Please address the check to St. George Antiochian Church. 
You can either mail the check to the church or drop it off in the church’s mailbox, located in the office 
entrance.  
 

           
 
 

 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

PRAYER FOR THE SICK 

Please let us know if you are ill and/or hospitalized by 
contacting Fr. Fadi Rabbat. We too will add your name to 
the prayer list for Sunday’s Divine Liturgy. 

 

ivine Liturgy.  



For Pastoral needs and/or Emergencies contact Fr. Fadi Rabbat at: 
Office: 915-584-9100 Cell phone: 973-780-0221  

Email: fadi.rabbat@icloud.com 

Or 

Rev. Dcn. Michael Sifuentes at: 
Cell Phone: (915)309-1511  Email: deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org 

Hospital & Pastoral Visits (During the morning or evenings – Please contact Fr. Fadi to schedule the 
visits or in case of any emergency at any time). 

Confessions: By appointment.  

 


